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Dominant Caste 

The concept of a "dominant caste" refers to a caste group that holds significant 

social, economic, and political power within a particular region or community. This 

dominance is often characterized by their control over key resources, such as land, and 

their influence over decision-making processes. 

In India, the notion of dominant castes is particularly relevant in the context of 

rural society, where caste continues to play a significant role in shaping social 

relations and power dynamics. Dominant castes often have a higher socio-economic 

status compared to other castes in the region and are able to assert their influence in 

various spheres of life. 

The concept of dominant castes has been a subject of study in sociology and 

anthropology, as it reflects the complex interplay between caste, power, and social 

hierarchies in Indian society. It is important to note that the notion of dominant castes 

is not static and can vary depending on the region and the specific context. 

M.N. Srinivas, a prominent Indian sociologist, defined a dominant caste as one 

that is numerically preponderant in a village or region and wields significant social, 

economic, and political power over other castes in that area. Srinivas emphasized that 

dominance is not solely based on numerical strength but also on the ability to control 

resources, influence decision-making, and maintain social order. 

According to Srinivas, dominant castes often occupy a central position in the 

local caste hierarchy and play a crucial role in mediating social and political relations 

within the community. They are also seen as the custodians of tradition and culture 

and may use their influence to preserve their status and privileges. 

Srinivas' concept of the dominant caste has been influential in the study of 

Indian society, particularly in understanding the dynamics of power and hierarchy in 

rural communities. His work has highlighted the complex interplay between caste, 

power, and social structure in India. 

 

Key Features Of Dominant Castes  

M.N. Srinivas identified several key features of dominant castes in Indian society: 

1. Numerical Preponderance: Dominant castes are often the largest in terms of 

population within a village or region, giving them a numerical advantage over 

other castes. 

2. Landownership and Economic Power: Dominant castes typically control a 

significant portion of land and other economic resources in their area, which 

contributes to their social and economic dominance. 
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3. Political Influence: Dominant castes often wield considerable political 

influence, either directly through their members holding positions of power or 

indirectly through their ability to mobilize support for political candidates. 

4. Social Prestige: Dominant castes are often accorded a high social status within 

their communities, with their customs, traditions, and cultural practices being 

respected and followed by others. 

5. Endogamy and Social Exclusivity: Dominant castes tend to practice strict 

endogamy, marrying within their own caste to maintain purity of lineage. They 

may also exhibit social exclusivity, limiting social interactions with other 

castes. 

6. Cultural Hegemony: Dominant castes often play a leading role in preserving 

and promoting local culture and traditions, which can further enhance their 

social standing and influence. 

7. Role in Social Control: Dominant castes may also play a role in maintaining 

social order within their communities, resolving disputes, and adjudicating on 

matters of social importance. 

These features highlight the complex interplay of social, economic, and political 

factors that contribute to the dominance of certain castes in Indian society, as observed 

by M.N. Srinivas. 

 

Critique of the Concept 

While Srinivas' concept of dominant caste has been influential in understanding caste 

dynamics in India, it has also faced criticism. Some scholars argue that the concept 

oversimplifies caste relations and ignores the complexities of caste hierarchies and 

interactions. Critics also contend that the concept of dominant caste can be 

essentializing and reductive, as it tends to homogenize diverse caste groups within the 

category of dominant castes. 

 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, M.N. Srinivas' concept of dominant caste has been instrumental in 

understanding the dynamics of caste in Indian society. By highlighting the social, 

economic, and political dimensions of dominance, Srinivas provided a framework for 

analyzing the complex interplay of caste relations. However, the concept has also 

faced criticism for its simplifications and essentializations. Despite these criticisms, 

Srinivas' work remains a cornerstone in the study of caste in India, and his ideas 

continue to inform scholarly debates on the subject. 

 


