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D P Mukerji on the Role of New Middle Classes In India 

 

D.P. Mukerji, a prominent Indian sociologist, offered insightful views on the 

new middle classes in India. He believed that the emergence of the new middle 

classes was a significant development in Indian society, marking a shift towards 

modernity. Mukerji's views on the new middle classes can be summarized as 

follows: 

 

Agents of Modernization: Mukerji saw the new middle classes as agents of 

modernization in Indian society. He believed that this class was more open to 

change and innovation compared to the traditional elite, and as such, they 

played a crucial role in driving the process of modernization. 

 

Catalysts for Social Change: According to Mukerji, the new middle classes were 

instrumental in challenging traditional social norms and practices. They 

promoted more progressive and egalitarian values, thus contributing to the 

creation of a more dynamic and inclusive society. 

 

Drivers of Economic Development: Mukerji also highlighted the role of the 

new middle classes in driving economic development and industrialization in 

India. He believed that this class, with its education, skills, and aspirations, 

played a key role in promoting entrepreneurship and innovation, which were 

essential for economic growth. 

 

Bridge between Old and New: Mukerji viewed the new middle classes as a 

bridge between the old and the new in Indian society. He believed that they 

helped to facilitate the transition to a more modern society by adopting 

modern ideas and technologies while still maintaining some traditional values 

and practices. 

 

Mukerji believed that the emergence of a new middle class was a significant 

development in Indian society, as it represented a shift from traditional to 

modern values and practices. He argued that the new middle class played a 
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crucial role in driving the process of modernization in India. He viewed this 

class as being more open to change and innovation compared to the traditional 

elite, and as such, they were more willing to adopt modern ideas and 

technologies. The new middle class, according to Mukerji, served as a bridge 

between the old and the new, helping to facilitate the transition to a more 

modern society. 

 

One of the key ways in which Mukerji believed the new middle class 

contributed to modernization was through their role as agents of social change. 

He argued that this class was instrumental in challenging traditional social 

norms and practices, such as caste and gender roles, and in promoting more 

progressive and egalitarian values. In this way, the new middle class helped to 

create a more dynamic and inclusive society. 

 

Mukerji also highlighted the role of the new middle class in driving economic 

development and industrialization in India. He believed that this class, with its 

education, skills, and aspirations, played a key role in promoting 

entrepreneurship and innovation, which were essential for economic growth. 

 

Overall, D.P. Mukerji's views on the role of the new middle classes in the 

modernization of Indian society were optimistic and forward-thinking. He saw 

this class as a force for positive change, driving progress and development in 

Indian society. 

 

 

 

 

 


