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Command and Control Approach and Market based Approach or Economic Incentive 
Measures of Pollution Control: 

There are different measures or methods which are used to control environmental 
problems like pollution. These measures can broadly be divided under two categories: 

(a) Command and Control Approach/Method to control pollution. 
(b) Economic Incentive Measures or Market based measures to control pollution. 

(a) Command and Control Approach/Method to control pollution: The command and 
control approach or method is an important method for controlling pollution as well as 
solving environmental problems. Actually it is a traditional method of controlling 
pollution and commonly followed both by developed and developing countries. Under 
this method the Government or Pollution control Authority sets the standard or norms of 
maximum permissible pollution level in case of different polluting units or polluters and 
directs the polluting units not to cross the maximum permissible pollution level as 
prescribed. The Pollution Control Authority or the Government enacts laws in this regard, 
takes steps to enforce and monitor the implementation of provisions. The Pollution 
Control Authority or the Government can take action or punishment, such ·as imposition 
of fines, order to shut up the unit etc. for those polluting units who violates the provisions 
as prescribed in this regard. Some of the important features of the command and control 
approach are -
(i) The Pollution Control Authority or the Government collects the necessary 

information regarding pollution so as to decide about the actions to control 
pollution. 

(ii) The Pollution control Authority or the Government sets the standard of maximum 
permissible pollution level under the provisions of laws and directs the polluting 
units to strictly follow the provisions. 

(iii) The Pollution Control Authority or the Government can take punishable actions such as 
impose of fines, penalties, shut down and other legal actions against those polluting 
units who violate the norms/standard of pollution set by the Government or Pollution 
Control Authority. 

(iv) Under this method a strong and efficient regulatory mechanism is repaired to monitor 
and analyzed pollution of different polluting units. 

It is to be mentioned that under this method the polluting. units have to use the technology 
to control pollution as prescribed by the pollution control authority. 



(b) Economic Incentive Measures or Market based measures to control pollution: The 
Economic Incentive Measure or the Market based Measure is an important method to 
solve environmental related problems or pollution. This measure is actually the modem 
method of pollution control. Under this method the Economic Incentive Measures or 
Market based Measures are used in different forms to control pollution. The market based 
measures use price or other economic variables, such as Emission Fee or Tax, Tradable 
Pollution Permit, Carbon Trading etc. to solve the problem of pollution. Actually under 
this method the polluting units or the polluters are free to use and develop their own 
pollution control technology to control pollution. Hence, this method encourages to 
develop more and more developed technology for controlling pollution. 
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Probable Questions: 

Define Command and Control Approach and Economic Incentive or Market based 
Method of Pollution control. 
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